BIRTH   OF   THE   SYNDICATE

Fully a year before Maude Adams made her stellar
debut Prohman put forth his first woman star in Annie
Russell. This gifted young Englishwoman, who had
appeared on the stage at the age of seven in "Pinafore,"
had made a great success in "Esmeralda," at the Madi-
son Square Theater. Frohman, who was then begin-
ning his managerial career, was immediately taken with
her talent. She appeared in some of his earlier com-
panies. He now starred her in a play by Bret Harte
called "Sue." He presented her both in New York
and in London.

Under Frohman, Miss Russell had a long series of
starring successes. When she appeared in "Catherine,"
at the Garrick Theater, in her support was Ethel Barry-
more, who was just beginning to emerge from the ob-
scurity of playing "bits." In succession Miss Russell
did "Miss Hobbs," "The Royal Family," "The Girl
and the Judge," "Jinny the Carrier," and "Mice and
Men."

In connection with "Mice and Men" is a character-
istic Frohman story. , .Charles ordered this play written
from Madeleine Lucette Ryley for Maude Adams. When
he read the manuscript he sent it back to Miss Ryley
with the laconic comment, "Worse yet." She showed
it to Gertrude Elliott, who bought it for England.
When Charles heard of this he immediately accepted
the play, and it proved to be a success. The moment
a play was in demand it became valuable to him.

Spectacular success seemed to have taken up its
abode with Charles. It now found expression in the
production of "Secret Service/' the most picturesque
and profitable of all the Gillette enterprises. The way
it came to be written is a most interesting story. up-state Frohman heard that the
